110            FORTY-FIVE YEAES TINDEE, THE FLAG

any time from New Orleans. In fact, only a few days had
elapsed after the Essex's arrival when General Diaz arrived and
disembarked.

It was only a day or two after General Diaz's arrival that
the Governor of Vera Cruz and the army declared for him. The
wave of enthusiastic loyalty there started rolled outward and
onward over the mountains to the capital as he advanced in tri-
umph to the interior. From that day to this the Government
established by General Diaz has been stable and undisturbed by
serious revolt. Mexico, under his administration, has been tran-
quil, her resources have been developed, her wealth has increased,
her industries have grown, and security has been given to foreign
capital invested in the country. His rule has been one of much
wisdom, firmness and justice, and as the day draws near when
this capable ruler must relinquish the cares of his high office,
there is some anxiety to secure a successor who will follow the
way blazed out by this eminent official.

During the three months passed in this harbor, advantage
was taken of the opportunity to visit Orizaba and the City of
Mexico, where the climate is temperate and the nights are usu-
ally fresh, affording relief to those whose business confines them
to the "tierras calientes" along the coasts. At that time the
only railroad in the republic ran from Vera Cruz to the City of
Mexico, passing over the mountains through a most picturesque
country, up grades that were difficult to ascend and over chasms
that required great engineering talent to bridge safely. From
Orizaba to Boca del Monte the scenery is most attractive, and
as the train winds up over the mountains on a well-secured road-
bed, the views of valleys and plains, stretching out in various
directions, are among the most beautiful in the world. Over the
table-lands the route is dusty, though most interesting withal.

Good order prevailing throughout the country, the Essex was
recalled to join the squadron at Port.Royal, S. C. Sailing from
Vera Cruz on the 8th of May and touching at Key West to take
coal on board, she arrived at Port Koyal on May 22d. On the
way across the Gulf of Mexico the winds from the eastward
freshened into a moderate gale, which held the Essex back at
least a day, so that Key West was reached in the night and the
harbor entered without our being able to distinguish a single. W. Richardson.
